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January 36, 1900 156 

health. The man, Bethea, refugeed September 1, and returned here 
two weeks ago, becoming ill on the 13th, at a boarding house, on South- 
ard street (Mrs. Lee's) between Duval and Simonton. 

Bespectfully, E. D. Murray, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. M. 8. 

Chicken pox at the Cheyenne Agency, 8. Dak. 

Cheyenne Agency, S. Dak., January IS, 1900. 
Sir : In accordance with the interstate quarantine regulations, I have 
the honor to report to you the prevalence of an epidemic ; 10 cases of 
varicella, 1 or 2 of them presenting peculiar characteristics, such as 
pustules on back of arch of palate, and a shotty feel of skin in another. 
I have seen similar cases in Arizona, and both there and here some of 
pustules umbilicated. I have attended both variola vera and varicella, 
and hence I am positive of my diagnosis that this is varicella, although 
I feel it necessary to watch the cases and quarantine them. 

I make this report, as the varicella is not mentioned, still it would 
appear to come under the regulations. 

Bespectfully, J. G. Bulloch, 

School Physician. 

Smallpox in Cairo — Importance of vaccination. 

Cairo, III., January 1£, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report for the week ended January 13, 2 
new cases of smallpox and 1 death in this city, making a total of 34 
cases and 4 deaths since the outbreak. 

Supplementary to my telegram of last night I would say that the case 
mentioned was the first one among the river men ; he contracted the 
disease at Paducah, Ky., while employed on the steamer Will Cummins, 
of the Massingale Packet Company, and feeling sick, secured his 
hospital certificate and came down the Ohio Biver as a deck passenger 
on the steamer Dick Fowler. 

The Dick Fowler, making daily trips between Cairo and Paducah, I 
telephoned to the wharf master to hold her until I could visit her. 

I then vaccinated the captain and entire crew (with the hearty 
cooperation of the former and protests of the latter), and was obliged 
to secure 30 additional glycerinized vaccine tubes to provide for the 
emergency. 

The patient had been on the Dick Fowler for five hours, and spent 
the time in the engine room. The latter was washed down and flushed 
with antiseptic solution, 1-500 bichloride. The master of this boat 
informed me that he ships practically a new crew every week, so I 
have arranged with him to appear unannounced on board every Mon- 
day, when he will have all hands "lined up" to be vaccinated or 
passed for recent successful vaccination. In this respect, I desire to 
express my surprise at the number of adults, especially among the 
negro river men, who had never been vaccinated. 

They do not seem to comprehend what can be almost absolutely 
avoided by being vaccinated even when smallpox is epidemic, and, as 
a matter of course, run to avoid vaccination. 

Among the cases of smallpox here, only 2 had ever been vaccinated, 
and those unsuccessfully, while all the remainder had persistently 
refused it or remained negligent. 

I contemplate visiting or communicating with the masters of all ves- 



